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Case Number SPC-06-0716C.SH September 11 2007

George Zapalac and the Planning Commission

In response to your notice of public hearing on site plan and waivers for 300 E. Riverside
Drive case # SPC-06-0716C.SH. I am the owner of 310A Le Grande Avenue Austin
Texas 78704 (the closest single family home to the project) and I oppose granting these
waivers to the project. I have lived at this residence for the past 23 years and have
watched Austin grow around me. When I purchased my home one of the main reasons
was to some day be able to remodel the 1 story home to a 2 story to enable me to capture
the City skyline view. I did this in 2004 and in doing so was required to limit the height
of my structure to 35 feet per City code. Now the proposed project at 300 E. Riverside
will be building a structure 200 feet tall 90 feet from my property, which will completely,
block my downtown view. I understand that the City view will be a big selling feature for
the proposed units but I don’t understand how preference can be given to the
development over a long time tax paying resident for that same view. This aside as I have
watched Austin grow I have also seen an increase in traffic congestion and noise on
Riverside Drive. With this high-density development I can only predict that both will
increase. With the height of the building I am also concerned with reflective traffic noise
off the buildings and into the neighbor hood. If in the future more high-rise projects fill
the south river shore and the noise effect between the cliff face on Riverside Drive and
the buildings will be similar to the lower level of IH 35. I don’t think that any
neighborhood would appreciate this and opening the door to this south shore high-rise
project we all know will soon lead to others. Please consider the neighborhood and their
residence in your decisions. Remember the neighborhoods around the old airport and all
their concerns with noise and congestion. The only difference is that this neighborhood
was here first since the 1920s. Do not allow Greater Austin to consume the south shore.

Sincerely,

Michael Pjecha an¢\family
310A Le Grande Avenue Austin TX. 78704
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